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AXA: From the Desk of Donne Avenell* 


In many ways AXA has been the most rewarding project I’ve ever worked on. The 
basic idea of the series, though it was Romero’s and not mine, exactly fits with my 
preoccupations and ideas. It allows me to be really creative, and to express my own thoughts 
on the world and the way it’s going. 

Working with a fine artist like Romero has encouraged me to experiment with 
different techniques of strip writing (a demanding technical field, but full of fascinating 
potential): for instance, because Romero's art must be given full value, I've tried to 
economise as much as possible on dialogue, and therefore there has evolved (I hope) a 
dialogue style as terse and concentrated—but at the same time as informative on character, 
motive and atmosphere—as possible. 

Romero did the first sketches of AXA and sent them to Barry Coker (our mutual agent) 
at the beginning of 1978. At that stage I was not involved. Barry showed me Romero's 
sketches (as I remember, they featured AXA trapped in a giant spider’s web) with his 
brief notes on the character. He had already named her “АХА” and seen her as a traveller 
through a world devastated by nuclear disaster a hundred years before. No scenario or 
background detail had been developed at that stage. The concept intrigued me, and I wrote 
a synopsis establishing AXA’s background (her upbringing in the Domed City, her rebellion 
and escape), a story line for the world she lived in, and started her on her wanderings. 
Romero was delighted with my ideas, which exactly matched his own basic concept of 
the series, so I produced the first detailed scripts. From these Romero drew the strips 
that began to appear in the SUN a few months later (summer of 1978). 

My scripts detailed each individual frame for the strips, and gave my own idea of 
what the landscapes and characters looked like (essential if the dialogue is to be relevant). 
Romero, of course had—and has—the final say in the visualisation of the story, and it’s 
understood between us that he can change anything he wants as long as the story line is 
preserved. In fact, over the five years of our working together, he has changed very little. 
Our ideas “реГ” without any strain. But, I don’t forget that Romero created AXA, that 
he is a master artist, and that my primary job is to liberate and inspire his unique artistic 
skill and imagination. 

Romero and I are instinctively on the same wave length. We've never had any 
differences as to the general direction of the series, or the development of different episodes, 
or the detail of strips. We've even had the same basic ideas for new episodes, independently, 
at the same time. Generally I suggest the subject for new stories, but he will often tell 
me what he fancies drawing next (underwater scenes for example), and ГИ build a story 
around that. I always try to remember that whatever I write must inspire him. 

We meet once a year, usually in Barcelona where he lives. He doesn't speak English, 
and I don’t speak Spanish, but Barry acts as our translator, and I think we are by now 
truly friends. We correspond frequently about current episodes or new projects. I think 
the best illustration of the rapport between us is an original drawing of AXA which he 
presented to me on a visit to Barcelona. It is signed: To my unimprovable partner, DA. 

As to AXA’s future, I hope it will run forever—or at least until its grim prediction 
of nuclear holocaust actually happens! 


бози. London, 1984 


*This introduction came to be as the result of London's own John Dakin conducting an 
interview by correspondence with Donne Ауепей. See the outside back cover of this volume for a 
picture of AXA's own Donne Avenell. 
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AWAY TO SAVE ME. (ARAL 


f LETS JUST SAY, 
THAT... LOVE DEFIES |: 
TIME AND SPACE... 


WHY, JORGE 
YOU'RE А POET 


А E. МА FEW NIGHTS TIME, МЕ 1 
| SCULPTOR. ST d ENHANCE IT... ° 


Аха A WELCOME VISITOR IN 
| WE AMEE EERE RR 


Y YOU SLEPT WELL, LADY? 7] 


ISSFULLY! 


ry ви: 
| DREAMT OF JORGE ! 


WHAT DO YOU MEN KNOW OF 
DRESSING WOMEN? ITS DREAMS. 
WE WANT ТО WEAR, NOT τ. 
CLOTHES 


YOU NEED А GOWN, LADY? 
ALONG THE STREET IS THE 
WORKSHOP OF A TAILOR! 


GOWN, LADY? ITS DULL, ISNT \ = WASTE OF BREATH 
CERTAINLY? THIS IS. РА IT? HAVEN'T Y. ASKING HIM! ΗΕ. 
HE TRADITIONAL са AN T KNO 

| 1 


е 


ИМ 21А! | DESIGN. i j | HAVE TO HIDE Thi 
WOMEN'S CLOTHES! digi 474 CLOTHES | DESIGN 
τ ” Q ^ ΜΥ SECRET WORKS 


THESE DESIGNS ARE 
OF YOURS АВЕ... 
FANTASTIC! 


ТЕ ONLY SOMEONE NY Й WHY МОТ? THEY'RE. 
, ТОО... BUT FOR. COULD MODEL THEM... HOLDING A BALL IN THE. 
"THEM, THAT MEANS SOMEONE WITH BEAUTY, ICE-CAVE, AREN'T \ 
UNWEARABLE. .. BA CONFIDENCE. STYLE... 4 AND I'VE BEEN INVITED... 


"WI THE NIGHT OF THE BALL IN THE CITY OF ROCK... 


JJI. W 
ارچ“‎ 


FINGERS 
CROSSED, 


AS THE OLD 
PEQPLE.USED 
p ΙΟ SAY. 


ME WILL BE А 
b SENSATION ‘A 


[rcc тва 


THAT GOWN OF HERS! “ЕЗ 
А, OUTRAGEOUS! 
1 


PHE-EW! 


ug 


ерт 
THIS WORLD! AND 
50 15 AXA! ? 


АТЕШ Аел, 
EVEN IF SHE'S А 
GIRL! YOU DON'T. 
APPRECIATE HER! 


OH AYAY 
⁄ ΑΝ МЫН AND 
ITS ALL THANKS 


AXA DANCING WITH. 
THE SCULPIOR MODE, 
АТ DE BALL IN THE | 


p» 
EVERYTHING. 

IN THE CITY OF ROCK 
IS LOVELY... BUT THIS. 
BALLROOM IS 

BREATHTAKING! 


NATURE DID THI THE 


А рр Гу 
BEAU Πλ AS YO! zu AY 


/ AND YOU SEEM 
ABLE TO BEIN TWO 
LACES AT ONCE! 


YOU'VE GOT. 
E ENERGY FoR 
JORGE! 


I'M WORN OUT! AS IF I'D HOME THEN, AXA... AND а 
BEEN DANCING WITH TWO IF YOU GET THE IDEA TI 
МЕМ ALL EVENING E INSTEAD, Д 


"UST REMEMBER, THAT 
THE ONE WHO'S: 
PALING IN (Ove WITH 


OH, I'M A REGULAR 
VISITOR... YOU COULI 


HES, 
MY FRIEND, 5 
A DI 
DESIGNER! 


7 SELL THEIR 
MACHINERY 


AND TOYS ALL 
OVER THE 
LANDS TO THE 

SOUTH... 


AND IM FLOODED 
WITH ORDERS! ALL 
THANKS. Шш АХА 


CERTAINLY STARTED 


SOMETHING WHEN | MODELLED 


THE METAL-WORKER 5 
ALONE IN НЕВЕ - 


D" OH, MARK! 15 А 
IT REALLY You? QN 


i 
ROBOT,LADY? и 
v. 


8 VES 


БЕМ WELDIN’ 


HIS BODYWORK... 


Wes 
% 74 


1 THOUGHT HE WAS. А 
(DEFUNCT! YOU'VE CERTAINLY 
‘BROUGHT НІМ TO LIFE! 


EU "ç e Tui IT HAPPENED IN THE 
4 foe Me? ИВА Ee ШҮ IMAGE INTO HI: VALLEY OF MISH MA 
LOVES ME, TOO! n < 


i ^ 


To Е THE Р; 


SO THAT MAKES, HIM 
MINE, RIGHT 3 4 


1 BROUGHT THE ROBOT HERE 
FOR THE ARTISANS ТО, 
HE BELONGS ΤΟ ΜΕ. 


IT LATER... 
AND IF | KNOW MARK, 
HELL WANT A SAY 
IN THE MATTER... 4 


AXA HUGEIES TO KEEP 
APPOINTMENT IN 
THE CITY OF ROCK... __ 


А FANTASTIC 
ACT OF CREATION 
ВУ. GENERATIONS 
OL ARTISAN. 

Ий. SCULPTORS... 


ΠΩ 


OF YOU 4: у | 4 
REKINDLES МУ E ; 
ЗА INSPIRATION... ñ 3 >> 


THERE YOU ARE, ^' 
XA... THE SCULPTURE 
IM WORKING ON NOW... 


AND NOT JUST 
NOUR HEAD, АХА... 
( WHEN IVE FINISHED 
WELL! А LABOUR. 
>. OF LOVE? 


НЕГЕР THAT 
Е SCULPTING 
IN ΤΗΕ CLIFF- 
K, JORGE... 


BUT I'D НАТЕ. 
THIS БОНА OF ME 
TO BECOME A 

RIAL. 


! WHO 
WERE SOU TRYING 
ТО KILL МЕ? 


SOMETHING FAMILIAR 
< ABOUT THE MAN... SO 
THU, Uh UNDER THATS CLONE... 


THE SKY MAN HAS. Euge» THATS NO EXCUSE 
АХА TO THE CITY OF КОС! FOR TRYING TS KILL 


CED 


1 WASN'T TRYIN HES TELLING THE TRUTH, 
JO KILL YOU.. "Saw JORGE! THAT'S HIS NATURE 
ROPES... WONDERED ^M x 

WHAT THEY WERE 


Іш. TAKE You. Т9 
MEET Th 
LEADER OF HE PEOPLE 
wie, OWE IN. IN pis 


σ q 
THEY CALL THEMSELVES THE 
ARTISANS... АМ INDUSTRIOUS 
PEOPLE, WITH CUNNING 
HANDS... 


STOP HIM LN, 
ЖЕ 
ПА B 


x 


£ 1 
ТЕ TO WIPE НЕ 
IRCUITS . . . EXCISE 
BUILT- IN uy 


ZIA MUST HAVE с 
CREATED THIS FOR 
А NIGHT OF ROMANCE Й 
«+ SHEER MAGIC... Я 


K 50 HIS 15 THE POOL OF ECSTASY. 
"η Қ” 
iN Р? 


x 


S 
ар - 
| NEVER KNEW 
WHY IT WAS CALLED 
THAT, АХА. 5 = 


ез 


WHAT'S HE DOING. 
WITH MY GOWN ? J ес 


ΑΝ ERNE TER NET 


SLY AND MALICIOUS... 


VM NOT, Ge 


HE'S LIKE TWO DIFFERENT 
МЕМ... τ 


И И SWEAR THAT 
ROBOT'S: 


THAT'S JUST THE TROUBLE! 
HE'S PROGRAMMED TO 
LOVE ME, AND EVEN I 
CAN'T STOP HIM! 
SN 


NEXT олу, AXA. 
SEARCHES FOI 
HER ARTISAN 
LOVER 


NO JOKE WHEN 
YOUR. RIVAL IN 


R2 ч 


"WHO PROFITS 
FROM YOUR. 

TOIL AND 
SWEAT? 
YOU 


4 


( 
κ 
И 


is „їн you: ДВ 


q 
U'RE WISE TO GET RID 
PRN MASTER... WHERE- 


я: 


АХА RESUMES THE 
FOR HER ARTISAN. 


H 


S IN THE CITY OF 
Lot ROCK... 
8% 4 


SEARCH H SS Ў 
LOVER NIS 7 ves! 
„ ЖЕЙ ( BUT THE 
WORKSHOP'S 
| WRECKED! / Á 
с | 
j| "4 
а μὴ | 


MAYBE I'LL 
FIND JORGE IN 
HIS WORK- 
SHOP... 


- BUT YOUR EYE! ROBOT 
MARE ВАШ HURT YOU 


NIGHT! 


AND IF THIS 
SCULPTURE IS ANY 
À GUIDE, JORGE REALLY 
M GOES FOR ME IN 
Σ A BIG WAY? 


EE Ñ NO! HE'S NOT 
ΝΟ ONE IN THE 4 К; a IAN ARTISAN! 
GREAT CAVERN WHERE 1 EAR FROM 

THE SUBTERRANE! nn 
RIVER RUNS 


т η 


1 THOUGHT WED 
SEEN THE LAST OF 
YOU! WHAT ARE YOU 

DOING HERE ? 


Јо Ет MY m стор HIM, 
REVENGE ON αν JORGE! YOU 


| 7 2 
4: 


| HEARD А 
RAT SQUEAKING 


ЕРЕ5 ENOUGH 


15 WHERE < 
πμ MADE! OLD 
CASPAR IS AN ARTIST. 


WITH HIS CATHERINE - 
WHEELS AND ROCKETS! 


PERHAPS THE 
MASTER WILL TAKE 
MY FEARS ij 


DON'T TALK 
ABOUT GUNPOWDER, 
JORGE... YOU NEVER. 


4 JUST ONE МАМ HARM 
RA THRIVING CITY? 
dl PREPOSTEROUS ! 
GALEN'S. 
SNEAKED. 
BACK HERE, 
YOU SAY? 


A FIREWORK. 
JSPLAY IN THE CITY 
OF THE ARTISANS... k 


WM GLAD YOURE 
MY DEAR... JAR 
Н γη 
Р \ 


SPECTACULAR, J 
ЕЙ AXA? 


M DAZZLING! 


AND JUST LIKE “Е 
THE ARTISANS 
IEMSELVI ш 


NO WONDER, 1 


PEOPLE AT TIMI 


(сал DESERT 7) 


Г’ SO THAT'S HOW 


YOUR WORKSHOP 
WRECKED... J 
24 ы 


COME BACK, YOU 
“TRANSISTORISED 
SEX- ΜΑΝΙΑΟ 


oS 


50 WHY IS 
HE DRAGGING 
+ YOU AWAY NOW? 


"HE CAN'T HELP LOVING NE 


INTO HIS CIRCUITS! AND 
IT'S LOVE, NOT LUST! „4 


ЙА GALEN, AREN'T 
WE, MARK? 


GALEN TRIED. "NE 
ТО WRECK THE 
HYDRAULIC PLANT 
NT RS j 


HEROUS GALEN | THE River < 
IAS FALLEN INTO THE " COULD CARRY 
SUBTERRANEAN RIVER... HIM OUT ΤΟ THE 


4 7 ПА SUNLIGHT. } : 
LIFE Wu. 
DARKENED For 
GALEN... BY 
А JEALOUSY AND 
НА > 
= 


Я IT'S TIME | TRAVELLED ON... 
2 | 


4 Ж | 
ЕЕ», 


ARTISANS... МУ Y 
WORLD IS THE REAL 
ΟΝΕ, OUT THERE... 2 


OH...7HANK YOU ! 


SOLVE, 
HEAD NORTH ! 4 


WE'LL MISS 


BUT ATLEAST ^ 
YOU TOO, WE'VE GOT SOMETHING 
АХА... ^ ТО REMEMBER YOU BY. 


